Application Serial No. 09/742,308 

Amendment after final dated December 14, 2004 

Reply to final Office action of November 17, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for wrapping a food product in a wrapper comprising 
sheet of material : said a food product comprising at least two complementary parts that are 
capable of being coupled together along a coupling line, said wrapper comprising at least two 
complimentary parts which can be joined together along a respective connection line: said 
method comprising the steps of : 

A) selecting one of the said parts of said food product: 

B forming one part of at least two parts of the wrapper i n at l east two complementary 
parts wh i ch can be jo i ned together a l ong a respect i ve connect i on li ne, sa i d at least two 
comp l ementary parts to being shaped and dimensioned to generally complement at least a 
portion an external shape of said product and introducing the said selected one part of the 
product into the formed , said one part of the wrapper so that at least part the said one part of 
the wrapper projects beyond the selected part of the product, then coupling, along said coupling 
line, the others of said at least two parts of said food product to said selected one part of said 
product, to form said food product, pos i t i oning the sa i d p r oduct i n the sa i d w r ap per , w i t h said at 
le ast two comp l eme nt ary coupled parts of said food product being aligned; but uncoup led o r 
coupled together substantially freely; along a said coupling line extending around a periphery of 
said food produc t with relative movement between said selected one part of said food product 
and said at least two parts of said food product being prevented by the projecting portion of said 
one part of said wrapper, then forming the other parts of the at least two parts of said wrapper 
along the respective said connection line to form said wrapper, so that th e wrapper en closes the 
coupled food product which formed wrapper is shaped and dimensione d to complement the 
shape and dimensions of the coupled food product such that said comp l emen t ary parts of said 
food product are maintained coupled together substantially freely in the sense that the coupled 
parts can be subs t ant i a l ly freely separated , a nd w i t h sai d c o n ne c ti o n l ine ex t e ndin g a ro u nd a 
pe r iphery of once the wrapper is removed from enclosing said coupled product white such that 
at least a portion of said coupling line is offset with regard to the connection line so as to i n h i b it 



Page 2 of 6 



Application Serial No. 09/742,308 

Amendment after final dated December 14, 2004 

Reply to final Office action of November 1 7, 2004 

r e lative s li ding of th e parts of sa i d food product w i th i n sa i d wrapper due to said offset, and 
c l os i ng th e sa i d wrapper around the sa i d product a l ong the sa i d r e spect i ve 
connection l i ne . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 , comprising the steps of: 

se l ecting one of the sa i d parts of th e product, 

form i ng one part of the two sa i d parts of the wrapp e r correspond i ng thereto and 
i ntroducing the sa i d se l ected part of the product i nto the sa i d on e part of the wrapper so that at 
l east part the sa i d one part of the wrapper projects beyond the se l ected part of the product, 

jo i ning the other of the sa i d two parts to the se l ected part along the sa i d 
connect i on li ne substant i ally f r eely, w i th r e l ative movement between the se l ected part and the 
other part be i ng p r evented by the p r oject i ng port i on of the wrappe r part, and 

forming at least one further part of the said wrapper, joining it to the said first one 
part of the wrapper along the respective connection line. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, comprising the steps of: 

forming a first part of the said w r apper defining the sa i d respective connect i on 

line, 

i ntrod uc i ng the p r o d uc t i nto th e sai d fi r s t p art o f t he w r ap p e r wit h t he sa id pa rt s of 
the pro duct couple d toget h e r su b s t ant i ally f re e l y with th e sa id coup li ng li n e an g u l ar l y offs et 
rel at i ve to the said con n ect ion line , and 

closing the said wrapper around the said product at the respective connection 

line. 

4. (Original) .A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the said offset effect is achieved 
by forming at least one of the coupling line and the connection line as a wavy line. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 21, comprising the steps of: 

making the said one part of the wrapper generally concave so that the said 
projecting portion of the wrapper is substantially a collar able to surround and project from the 
said selected part of the product. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 51, comprising the steps of: 

mak ing t he sa id pr oduct i n t wo i d e nt i ca l , complemen t a r y p a rt s, an d 
making the w r a pper in t wo p a rt s as we l l, wi t h one part of the wrapper being 
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larger than the other part of the wrapper . 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, comprising the operat i ons of 
forming the said parts of the said wrapper as portions of sheet material having respective 
flanged edges which jointly define a respective connection line. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 7, wherein the said two wrapper 
parts are joined along their respective connection line in an operation selected from the group 
consisting of: 

ultrasonic welding, 
heat welding^ and 
gluing. 

9-19. (Cancelled). 
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